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Encouragement for Our MX Small Group Leaders

From: M Bret Blackford (bret_blackford@yahoo.com)

To: steve.awtrey(@gmail.com; mbardowell@gmail.com; hkgrimshaw@gmail.com; keaton.jones@sbcglobal.net;
jeffmcglawn@gmail.com; jmcglawn@mcknightcrossings.org; michelle blackford@yahoo.com; alecwanda@sbcglobal.net;
d1226ws@gmail.com; jonesy.steve69@gmail.com; jmickey0327@att.net; dave-n-amy-weiler@juno.com;
landcstrickland@gmail.com; gjkryder@gmail.com; judy.mzzthang. miller@gmail.com; Imueller5217@gmail.com

Cc: mxelders@mcknightcrossings.org; mxministers@mcknightcrossings.org; aowens@mcknightcrossings.org;
emcpherson@cfserve.org; dxd24e@acu.edu; patprodger@icloud.com

Date: Thursday, October 9, 2025 at 06:21 PM CDT

Hi everyone,

On behalf of the elders, I just wanted to reach out to those of you who are leading or helping with small
groups—whether that’s a weekly Bible study, a discipleship group, or just getting together for lunch or
coffee to talk about life and faith. What you’re doing really matters, and we want you to know how much

we appreciate it.

We’d love to get together with you sometime in November (possibly Nov. 3 or 17) — nothing formal, just
a time to encourage you, hear how things are going, and talk about ways we can all keep building stronger
connections in our church family. As you know, church isn’t just what happens on Sundays. Those midweek

conversations and gatherings often make all the difference in people’s spiritual lives.
We also want to stay aware of anyone in the McKnight family who might need a little extra love or support,
and you’re often the ones who see those needs first. So this meeting will also give us a chance to talk about

how we can communicate better and care for each other well.

Keep up the good work—you’re making a difference! Watch for another email soon with a date and time
for the November get-together.

Thanks,
---- Bret (on behalf of the Shepherds)
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