DRAFT

Elder Hospitality at McKnight Crossings:

The Elders recognize the importance of setting an example of hospitality for our congregation. By practicing hospitality, we not only connect more deeply with our church family but also create opportunities to reach out to our neighbors and the unchurched.

To make this meaningful, hospitality should become a regular practice, not an occasional event. We’re proposing a sustainable hospitality model focused initially on gathering with members in smaller groups, where genuine conversation and fellowship can flourish. While large events have their place, smaller gatherings provide the personal interaction that builds lasting connections.

We encourage each elder to host quarterly hospitality gatherings, either in their homes or other welcoming spaces. The goal is for hospitality to become a lasting and defining feature of McKnight Crossings—one that we as elders are committed to modeling.


Background - The Importance of Hospitality:

Hospitality is a deeply significant aspect of Christian life and community. Throughout the Bible, hospitality is emphasized as both a spiritual gift and an essential practice for believers, rooted in the idea that welcoming others reflects God’s love and grace.

1. Biblical Foundations: In the Old and New Testaments, hospitality is both commanded and modeled. Abraham’s hospitality to strangers in Genesis 18 and Jesus’ interactions with a wide range of people are examples of how welcoming others embodies God’s care. In the New Testament, Jesus emphasizes this in passages like Matthew 25:35-40, where He equates welcoming strangers with welcoming Him. The Apostle Paul also instructs believers to “practice hospitality” (Romans 12:13) as a tangible way to show love.
2. Early Church Practice: In the early church, hospitality was essential for supporting traveling Christians, including missionaries and teachers who depended on the generosity of local believers. Hosting others helped build community, encouraged discipleship, and facilitated the spread of the Gospel.
3. Spiritual and Relational Value: Hospitality goes beyond social kindness; it serves as a bridge for deeper fellowship and discipleship. By inviting people into our lives, we create opportunities for meaningful relationships, service, and the sharing of faith. It is an invitation into God’s love, which can be especially meaningful for those who may feel isolated.
4. Contemporary Importance: For the modern church, hospitality remains a powerful tool for outreach and community building. It helps break down barriers, fosters belonging, and provides comfort. By opening our homes and church doors, we live out a Gospel that is relational and compassionate, making others feel welcomed and valued.

Hospitality is especially important for church elders, as it is explicitly mentioned as a qualification for their role in the New Testament. In both 1 Timothy 3:2 and Titus 1:8, the Apostle Paul lists hospitality as a requirement for elders, highlighting its importance in leadership. This expectation reflects the idea that elders are called to lead by example, showing love and openness that invites people into the church community.

Here’s why hospitality is so critical for Elders:

1. Modeling Christ-like Leadership: Elders are not only responsible for teaching and guiding the church but also for embodying Christ’s love in their actions. By being hospitable, they demonstrate the warmth and inclusivity that should characterize the church. Their openness sets a standard for the congregation, showing that everyone is valued and welcome.
2. Fostering Community and Trust: Through hospitality, elders create spaces where church members feel safe and known. This helps deepen relationships and build trust within the church, which is crucial for spiritual growth, accountability, and discipleship.
3. Strengthening Connections with Newcomers and Members: A hospitable elder actively reaches out to newcomers, making them feel welcomed and cared for. This goes a long way in making the church feel like a family, encouraging people to stay and engage in the community.
4. Providing Spiritual Care: Hospitality allows elders to engage more personally with members of the congregation, enabling them to understand their struggles, joys, and spiritual needs. This personal connection is vital for shepherding, as it allows elders to provide more effective counsel, prayer, and encouragement.
5. Reflecting God’s Heart: Elders are entrusted to reflect the heart of God to the people, and God’s nature is profoundly hospitable. By opening their lives and homes to others, elders embody God’s invitation for all to come to Him.

For elders, hospitality is more than just a qualification; it’s a ministry that fosters unity, love, and spiritual depth within the church. Through this practice, they provide a living example of Christ’s love in action.




